Please show your support for the Mental Capacity Bill at a crucial time and write to your MP

The Mental Capacity Bill currently going through Parliament aims to empower adults who have difficulty making decisions to make as many of their own decisions as possible and provide protection when they need it. 

The Making Decisions Alliance (MDA), an alliance of nearly 40 leading charities with a deep interest in this issue of mental capacity, has campaigned very hard over the last three years for this legislation but need your further support.

The Government have listened carefully to the MDA and introduced a number of very positive changes to the Bill.  They include a new non-discrimination clause, a greater emphasis on supporting communication, better understanding of the importance of advocacy, preventing deputies from making decisions on life-sustaining treatment, and agreeing that advance statements should be considered as part of best interests.

The Bill will do a number of things including:

· Make it law that people have the right to make decisions unless it can be proved that they are not able to make the decision.  The Bill will also help to make sure that people are supported and enabled to make as many decisions for themselves.

· Give a legal framework for when decisions have to be made on behalf of a person who cannot make them for themselves. It will make clear that all actions must be taken in the individual’s best interests. This includes consideration of their wishes and feelings and consultation with those close to them, including families and carers.

· Mean that individuals will be able to plan for the future by granting a power of attorney to a person of their own choice. The attorney will be able to deal with welfare, medical treatment or financial matters in case of future incapacity. Individuals will also be able to write an advance directive about what medical treatment they would not want in case of future incapacity.
The Government has also changed the Bill to make clear that euthanasia will remain illegal, and rightly so. Nothing in this Bill will allow someone to carry out an act where the motive of the person taking the decision is to end life.  Advance refusals of treatment will also be in writing.  These are important safeguards.

The Bill will be debated by MPs for the last time in mid-March. It is important that as many people as possible who support the Bill write to their MP saying that they support it. 

The Bill affects several groups of people and we have produced some templates of letters that people can choose to use or copy, depending on how the Bill may affect them. The people who we believe the Bill will particularly help include:

· People who sometimes have difficulty making decisions for themselves, which might be because they have a learning disability. If you want to write a letter about this, there is an example letter here.

· People who can make decisions now but may have difficulty in the future, which might be because of dementia, mental health problems or head injury. If you want to write a letter about this, there is an example letter here.

· People who care for someone who has difficulty making decisions for themselves. If you want to write a letter about this, there is an example letter here.

We want to see these new laws on the statute book before the General Election to give people rights to make their own decisions and provide protection when they need it.  We hope you will show your support for this Bill by writing to your MP.

Thank you.

Toby Williamson & Richard Kramer

MDA Co-Chairs

