








     YOUR ADDRESS

<<Date>>

Dear <<NAME>> MP,

We are writing to inform you that we support the new mental capacity bill that has been published and is expected to have its Second Reading in the House of Commons in the autumn 
[you could include here a little bit about yourself as a person with a disability or a carer and an example of a difficulty or situation you have been in when the lack of clear legislation has caused a problem around decisions-making e.g.

As a person with a disability or illness that may affect your capacity to make decisions:

· You have not been given support to make your own decision about your medical treatment/welfare/financial arrangement

· There may be situations where your input/opinion has been ignored

As a parent or carer:

· The person hasn’t been given support to make their own decision about their medical treatment

· There may be situations where your judgement, acting in the best interest of the person you care for, has differed from the views of the doctor, and your input/opinion has been ignored.
· You have found yourself in legal difficulties because you have made a decision on behalf the person you care for (this could be about their welfare or medical treatment and financial affairs).
We have been waiting for 15 years for legislation so that people have a right in law to make their own decisions and provide protection when they need it. We do not think that the legislation will change the law in relation to euthanasia. Euthanasia is illegal and would remain illegal under the Mental Capacity Bill Indeed, the legislation seeks to strengthen rather than undermine this level of protection for those who have difficulty making decisions. The Mental Capacity Bill goes a long way to achieve this by stating key principles and processes although we agree with the Making Decisions Alliance that the Bill could be improved if it included more safeguards to support people to make decisions for themselves and to protect them if they do not have capacity to do this.
Yours sincerely

[your name]




<<NAME>>  MP


House of Commons


London


SW1A 0AA



































